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love one another. But alas ! there's need yea ne- 
4. ver mare need, that I fhould write unzo you of 


brotherly love ; Jo whereas there is anong yuts cor. yvge 4% w./ 
envying and ſtrife, and diviſions, are ye not car» - 14% 
nil and walk as men ? as taught of men, and not _ 
of God. ; 


t quis ego tantis, tantillus ego ? What 

an I 30 19-4 an undertaking as this? many (the 

J unworthieſt of whom I am unworthy to follow ) 

htve gone before me, calling you to your calling, -Y 

"Þ love one another, - But do they not all ſax, who 3 
J hath believed our report ? ws wham is the Arme 

of the Lord nies, (7 


have la 


in tbe chicfeſt places of concourſe, yes in the St 
concourſe ofthe chieſeſt, cvcn in the City * W#1« ay mite bigs + 
| bave- Tittered our words, and our lips drop” s cs of the City. ne.) 
"| ſreerneſſe 3 our wice ras love, love z livein 


k . 


| theLordeſus,and yet love 
+} # not one anather,according to 
| his exampleand command. 
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Wiſh I coul1 ſay of you 4s Paul ihe 69 
did (ay of tbc T heffalonians, 
- 1 Thef. 4 9. as touching bro- 
therly love ye need not that L 
Write unto you, ſeeing ye your 
ſelves are taught of God to, 


* Do they not all ſay, We 1.428 
red in vain ? We have cryed andeed. ; 


love, 
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1 ' beloved 1: whiz hopes is there. left foo 
__ -- mie ro prevart.? of Paul's, if Apollo's, if ein 
hi words fave not taken with you, cin mine,expett- 
* rd finde' acceptance ? and yet me thinks T hope 
*. beyond hope,: becauſe I know that God hath 4! 
bearts tn his own hand, and can turn them when 
and by whom be pteaſethz therefore though many 
out of their abundance bave caſt in much, I hope 
my mite 3.411 not be rejeffed. I muſf confeſſe 1 
have for a great while forborn,-leſt 1 ſhould bea 
reproach and derifcion daily 3 but I, am now 0- 
vercome, and that by importunity,. not ;ſI-much 
fromwithout' (which yet was much)--at; f} 
1 within (which was more): for theſe words. were. 
F within mine heart like a burning fire aut up, 
4 and T was weary with forbearing," I could . not 
Contain. For while I held my peace from this 
good my heart was hot within me, and while I. 
46s was muſing the fire burnt, ſo that T could not 
Eo Thwit dfttets 022 * firſt ſpeak with my tongue, and now with 
Weak were preach't a ty Pen. 
Os Tower ot London. * 7.ſzid, yea to my (elf and others I often ſaid, 
' I was few of days, and therefore I was afraid 
' anddurſt not ſhew forth mine opinion; I ſaid 
6. days ſhould ſpeak, and multitude of years ſhoul 
reach wiſdom : but the. ſpirit within me con- 
ſtrained me,” and I ſpake and muſt ſpeak that I 
may be refreſhed. My belly (ſhould I hold my 
zeace at ſuch a tine as this) if this Wine | 
ould not have vent, \ayould be ready 14 burſt 
= - like new Bottles. © 
_ - - But let me not (I pray you) accept [nor ex- 
WW cept] ary muns perſon, neither let me give faty 
- © tering titles nor upbraiding language ufto any, 
man & | 
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me away. I know God would lay ito 
charge. | | 
* Cenſures perhaps 1 may undergo) and Tindeat: 
expe it; but not from you: les "the wortd 
ſcoffe, T care ot, having leart't to paſſe through 
their v00d report and bad. T-2m nor 1gnorans in 
what 2 narrow way I'walk, bow it concerns'me - ., 
to be caurious, both whar-T ſpouk and how :* for 
who would undertake t5 moderate the extreme 
immoderation of our days? [and yer for my own 
part 'T arti nor ſolicitous ($00d meaning .and in- 
nocency are carclefſe, and- letdome tore-think, 
what to ſay) my conſcience; yea God himfelf 
bears me witneſſe, that I would not write a 
Syllable which ſhould give offence; Texch me\ 
thy way O Lord, and lead me inaplaiopat 
becauſe of thoſe which obſerve me. | 
I woul1 willingly. blot out any expreſſion 
which might be liable to ſuſpition 3 for truly (as 
Cxſar ſaid concerning his wife) 23 2s not enough. 
n9t ro be in fault ; but things rclatiug 10 love, 
(as Caſars wife) ſhould nor be lulpected 7s be 
in fault 3. T hope therefove if any thing do (ſece- 
ing it is againſt my will if anything do) eſcape 
me, which may fcem 0 deviate from the-ſcope; 
viz. love, that your love (for love of that 
which I write for and from, viz. loye) wilt 
cover it with 4 charitable conſtruction. | 
I have forborn to inſtance in auy thing touchs 
ing any part or parties, which might but occafion 
4 prejudice 4gainſt any of the principles. For -4s 
Solomon ſaith,” he that coveresh a iranjereſſon 
ſecketh love, but he #hat repeateth a matter (epa+ 
ratethyvery friends, Prov. 1 7. 9. »And we fiude 
is confurmed by experience; tha ſuch proceed 
A ingi; 
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#, they do 
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bat (as Pu (aid of prophane and 

| ). fncreaſe zo more ungodlineſſe aud 

their words (2 Tim. 2.16.17.) will eat as dath 

a'Gaugrene, of whom is, &'c. I would there- 
, and1 with all would forget that which is 


c 
"NOUN, «+> that which is paſt, viz. * muſcarrigges 


ow they came 10, a5 
- we 


hay ge tem rf _ rife and envy ; and preſſe to that . 


re, and yet 10 come, viz. * Love 4- 
mong Brethren. IT have not in the leaft made it 
my ſtudy or endeayour 30 drefſe the matter in a- 
ay habit, bur plain 3 41d I will give youmy rea- 
for, viz. 1 would not have w ay the Rgad- 
ers from attending the things. That eloquence 
ofters injury to things, which draws us to ob- 
ſerve it; ſeeing words are only for ghe mattcrs 
ſake, and ſhould be no other then would pro« 
Tote 71. 

Otavius Auguſtus had a ſpecial care to ex- 
preſſe bis mind and meaning moſt plainly, and re- 
prehended Marcus Amtonius for writing ſuch 
va. þ that men did yatber wonder. at then uuder- 


Zeno Was wont to ſay that he had two ſorts of 
diſciples,the one he called Aogo$iaes who reſpett - 
ed nothing more then wn 3 theſe be liked 
wot ſo well : the other hecalled 012025 yue curi- 
ous telearn ſuch words, as were fit to expretie 
things by-and theſe were bis dailings. 

Me thinks the Apoltles difcourſe in 1 Cor, 
14. ſhould filence-allxinckling Cyinbals. 3 ſuch 
as affef ſuch word# and phraſes as retber tickle 
phe itching ears of men, then affect their effet- 
fons, or leave any impreflion 81 #he bears and 
conſcience. . 

For my own part T acknowledec it my principle 
(and I would beloth my praGtice ſhould give 

nr 
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it the lie) #6 ſpeck to the loweſt, aid then I on 
ſure the higheſt underſtand me; whereas ſhoul4 
I (if at leaſt I were able) peak to the higheſt, 
I ſhould be to the loweſt 4s a Barbarian. Tn ſhorr, 
I rather chooſe to ſpeak ſhortly, though but five 
words, which may bc 10 edifying ; then to uſe 
ten thouſand, which when men heare or readc 
they know not. 

I had thought to have colleQed the ſeveral 
heads,and have ſet them before you by themſelves; 
but the whole book being bur lirtle, will ſoon be 
run 4nd read over, and therefore I ſhall ſpare you 
the labour of Reating, my ſelf of writing, and 
the Printer of Printing, 

Thus my beloved friends, having given you 4 ' 
foreſight of what T have done, why and how ; 
and hoping that theſe things which are caſt in 
by the way are not caſt away. I ſhall ſay 16 
more, bur pray that it may come unto you with 4 
fulneſſe of bleſling, and be inſtrumental to u- 
nite your hearts in love, which will (atisfie the - 
defire and fulfil the joy of him, who can joy in 
nothing, but in being the 


Servant of Chriſt, 


Ralph Venning; 
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PART. L. - 
4 Ods one and only deſizn is, by / 
the words oi his mouth, and 
the works of his hands; to 
bring forth his own * Image _ *1 D7Y Y. 
b 4 in all times and diſpenſati- <= 

— BAAN ons; and that is oneneſſe. | 
Y ” Whenhe created man, he 
made him the likenefſe and image vf himſelf, 
one ; yea, though he created Mile and Femmnle, Gen.2, 4 
yet were they not two; but one-fleſh. > vp 
When this Image was defaced, and man con- 
tinued not in his uprightneſle, zhat is, in his 
ſimplicity and oneneſſe; that which Gadaimeq 
at in the reſtauration of man, was the reparati- | 
on of his image oneneſſe: that God and may * 
mighe be 9noagaine, Yea, that in Chriſt all 
thingsin Heaven and Earth, which were fallen 
out with, and fallen away from man z upon his 
falling away from God, might be gubrgte 
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The New Command renewed : 
Yea, all the diſpenſations and dilpenſators 


_ which God hath left in the world are to diſap- 


peer and be no more, when once the Saints come 


Lk to fry ru 31s Or (more emphatically ) into the unity of the 
| | | ith ; 


That is(as I with ſubmiſſion conceive)when 
the Fewes and Gentiles, the fulnefſe 'of them 
ſhall be'called in (and come to the knowledge) 
or rather the acknowledgement of the Sonne of 
God, unto a perfe& man; * or the man at age, 
and the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſſe of 
Chriſt; Chriſt(T mean myitical) is not yer a 

fe man at age, is not yer in fulneſſe; nor 

,till all his Members both Fews and Gentilcs 
are brought forth. Now when theſe ſhall be 

hr into the unzty of faith, which is the ac- 
knowledgement of the Son of God, &c. then is 
Gods defign of oneneſſe accompliſht. 

Now to the efteing hereof, God hath pro- 
miſed to beſtow on his people one heart, Exch. 
FI. 19, which is not only in relation ro their 
being new-born, and fo being one with God ; 
bur as the Fews went with one heart to Feruſe- 
lem, that they might build the Temple:(o in re- 
lation to thfſs defign of the Knity of Faith, Gzd 
will knit together the hearts of his people, that 
rhey ſhall flie together like Doves ro the win- 
dows: yea,and ere they are aware(I believe)thcy 
will find: their ſouls made like the Chariots of . 
rAmmina1ab,or a willing people. In a word,the 
r0p & conſummarion of all the happineſſe,which 
Chriſt prays for his, is [Fohn 17.21. ] that they 
a!l may be one,as thou Father art in me and I tn 
thee, that they alſo may be one in us- Iideed,the 
glory of af our hereafter glory will be, an-one- 
YKeſſe of communion with the Farker, Son, Spi- 

PR n . nt, 


Or, Love one another, * 
jt, and oneanother in God; who is qne in all 
and al in one. 

Bur ſeeing that as yet” there ſeemes to be x 
breach nor only between rhe Fews and Gentiles; 
but berween them who have attained to the 
knowledge and acknowledgement of the Son of 
God;1 ſhall endeavour to bring the Saints to 


keep the unjty of the ſpirit in the bond of peace; rptec. 3. 4, tec, 


for there is but one body, one (pirit,one hope,one 


Lord,one fairh,one Baptiſm,ove God and Father 


of all, who is above all, and through all, and in 
you all, 

Now that we may walk together'in one way, 
it 1s requiſite that we be of one heart, and thar 
which conduceth moſt thereunto, is, thar we be 
of one mind: for the more unity there is in judge- 
ment,the more there's like to be in affef7on( 
cauſe likeneſſe produceth liking) and the more 
oneneſſe there is inafteion,the more there will 
be in pra&iſe and converſation; the more union 
there is, the more communion there will be, and 
the better; the lefle union there is in judgement 
and afteRtion , the lefſe and worſe will our 
Communion be, 

And ſecing we can hardly ljue together, un- 
lefle we love together , or as the Propher ſaith, 
(Amos 3.3) Seeing we, caunot walk together 
unlefſe we be agreed, 1 ſhall (4s God inables me) 

lay down ſome principles,which ifread (4s writ- 
ten, )withour prejudice and partiality, will zot 
4 little proyoke and conduce to 1niox and 2- 


grcement, | 
Mn, The firft Principle. 


t. 'That we may meet to agree together, let, ,... . 
ys agree to meet _— Py and thar's mcet : for g "ay 
> # » 4 | 6 


faith 


Ne 


agreed. 


- . 


nab meeting. 


An 


'3 Self-conceir. 


_ Matthew 26. 26 


KRomeons 12.10 


/ not wiſe in your own 
- $Onceits, 


faith the Prophc ?, how can two walk together, 
© Mortings, are meet unleſle they * meet and come together? ſol 
would read that;which we read,unleiie they * a- 
gree together : meetings are the Poarch or entry 
into agreements» And me thinks Chriftians 


Having exhortedto 'ove Maſter *tis not I... Mcſt men inſtead of con= 
He adds verſe 15. Be 


Vew Command renewed: ' © 


. 


ſhould not be much 7ntreated to treat rogether; 
ſurely *ris to be feared, that they are loth to a- 
gree, who are loth to mect about an agreement. - 


Ob. But what makes the Saints ſo backward 


to-meet 4 bout an agreement? 


Anſ. Theſe three things. ' 


1. Self-Conceit. 
2. Pride of heart. 
3- Satans policic, | 


I. »A ſelf-conceit that each of them is in tbe 
right;every man hath a good opinion of his own 
opinion. Every mar, puts it cft from himſelf, 
and inſtead of ſaying as did the Diſciples, 
(when Chriſt rold them, one of you ſhall be- 
tray me) Maſter is it T ? moſt are ready to ſay, ' 


feſling their blindncſſe, aske like the ſcornfull 
i Phariſee, are we blinde ? ſoloth are men to (u- 
ſpe& their own defets, Ir was juſt lo in the 
time of the diviſion berween the Romgn and 
Grecjan Charches,each juſtified themſelvs, and 
neither would acknowledge themſelves to be in 
the error. But Chriſjians hear a little ; if you 
think your (elves in-the right, T-hope you think 
ſo-on good grounds, and not that you are in the 
right meerly by thinking ſo : now. if your 
grounds be good upon which your £00relh - 
BOP 02.08 9,9 or 2 OI 
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Or, Love one another. 


built, you need not be afraid, nay you may-be 


boldneſle, 


incouraged to produce them wit 
'Tis to be ſuſpeFed that they who refuſe to bring 


forth their ſtrong arguments, have no ſtrong -ar= 


;Tuments to bring forth. Chriſt tells us,Fob.3.21+ 1,49 z. vx 


that he thar doth trurh(and he that holds truth) * 
cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made 
manifeſt, that they are wrought in God. 

If mens arguments be pure and good,they will” 
not be the worſe, but the more confirmed by be- 
ing weigh'd; if they be foynd either baſe metal, 
or counterfeit ghe diſcovery will ingage them to 
part with them, ang to take their part no leng-, 
er, leſt they deceive their ſoul : in ſhort, if they 
be good, they may do good, they may help c- 
thers to (ce the light; if bad,twill be a mercy 
they were produced; for you are loſers while you 
follow darknefle and lying vanities. 

2. The ſecond hindrance to a meeting about 
agreemeut is *Pride of heart; Men areloth to b= 
the firſt movers, leſt they ſhould be thought ti- 
merous and willing to yceld; but beloved Chri- 


« ſtians; Chriſt Jeſus did not Ic; God and we had 


never met ncr had been reconciled togerher, 
had not God come to us firſt. Though God were 
efcnded by us,and had thence juſt reaſon to be 
or ever offended with us, yer he ſounds 3 truce, 
and makes the firſt render of agreement; ſhall we 
not walk as we have him for an example? © 
'Tis very obſerva le,that while any onepar- 
ty is low, it pleads for moderation and recon- . 
ciliation;z but when it hath got the Raffe in'its 
hand, it ſcarce mindes, much leſſe practiles'ti- 
ther. 4h Chriſtjans, the very Heathens will 
ſhame us ; for Ariſtippys-an Heathen, though” 
elder then &E ſchines,who began. the lag» 


Prinrple, rigf un- The fecond Principle, 


things begg> of 


you, 


- 
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he del.very of you 


Redeſivery of tath 1 That God would be pleaſed by his own 


The New Command rmewed : 
firft for peace : ſhall we not be friends , hid he 
ro &Eſchines? Chriſtians, T beſeech you 0 to 
one another, and ſay as eAriſtippms, ſhall we p 
not be friends ? And ch that every one would 
anſwer as did e&/Eſchines, yes, with all mine | t 
hearr. 
- 3- Athicd hindranceto a meeting about an 
reement 1s Satans policy ; we may take up 
auls words when he writcs to the Theſſaloni-. 
ans, 1 Theſ. 2. 18. we had come unto youonce 
and azain, but Satan hindred us. Chriſtians, 
why do ye not come one to another ? why arc 
ye not in your journey, 'tis to be feared Satax 
ſtands in your way and ſtays you, 


2.Bcing met,labour for 4 right underſtanding, 
of each others mind 3 there is nothins makes 
men ſtand at ſuch a far diſtance asa mil: under- 
ſanding : *tis with men nowas with the men 
at Babel, the languages are confoundcd, and 
they underſtand not one another. 

eAt your mectings, ſeek God about theſe three 

things for a right underſtanding. 


Spirit to declare and make cleare his truth unto 
you ; that he would make known 20 you, and 
make you to kngw what is his good, perf:& and 
acceptable Will, that ſo ycu may walk before 
him in all well-pleaſing, 

2. Intreat God, that he would de{iver you to 
the truth, as well as deliver the truth toyou ; 
not only that he. would open hi truth to your 
hearts, but alſo open your hearts to bis truth, 
that ſo you may coſt wich every truth, 'embra- 


Or, Love one aiarker; © 
ting and welcoming it as your foy, though 


:r ſhould open you to never ſo many rc» 
caches. in the world. 


3. Intreat God to remove 411 obſtacles, and ro 3 R:moyal of obftaclkes | 


take that out of the way which ſtands in the 
way, and keeps you from underſtanding and 
owning truth. 


Such as theſe, 


3. Self intereſt in holding any opinion z nce ,;. .x.in'etal, 


thing more hinders men from going to, or 
oing from an opinion then the intereſt they 
= by holding it; men do uat care ſo much for 
the opinions they hold, as for what they hold by 
their opinions. Many a man thinks (I an con- 
fdem) what Demetrivs ſaid | As 19. 27.) 
T his craft by which we have all our wealth 1s 
like to be ſet gt nought, and then we are like to 
come to nought. 
Hence they begin to flie in the face of truth, 
and oppoſe it with outrggious rage ; fo dearly | 


ſweet, and ſweetly dear is their darling gain ; | 


v5 


They lee they cannct have the Honey, unlefle | 


they. burn- the Bees, and therefore fire them | 
forthwith z rhey cannot pofſeſſe the Vineyard [ 


unleſle Naboth be pur to death, and therefore 
he muſt be diſpatch'r. When once the coppy-! 
bold of gain and honour is rouch'r, men begi 
to look abour them, and will never call godli 
neſſe gain, becauſe gain is their godlineſſe. - 

Belecch God therefore that you may. be un- 
ſelfed, and may lay down all-your jntereſt of 

and honour. -, 

Let the truth of God be ten 2ixies dedirer 
thea zenzþ, or apy income of gain and henous, 
; which 
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The New Commend rinewed: (| yl 
which cometh in by any opinion ; for (4s ſome || fn 
ſay) where gold grows, no plant will proper; 
{Þ certainly no truth will bedear, nor. have 
heart-room, where the love of money or ho- 
nour hath taken place. 
2. Intreat God to keep you from paſſionate 
diſcourſes and diſputations ; or from paſſion in 
diſcourſes and diſputations, For 
man TI, So —_—_ as there is, {0 =—_ there , 
teontacdle is to no purpoſe; yea to an zl purpoſe. 
_—_ 2. Paſſion abuelly ariſeth —_ from and for || ( 
ſelf then Chriſt. t 
3. Paſſion hinders the efficacy of the argu- 
ment ; for the tingling of paſſion hinders the 
ſound of truth, 
| 4. Paſhon unfits a man for diſcourſe, and 
canfounds both memory and underſtinding ; ſo 
that as Ariſtotle hath obſeryed o ev 74.24 apr 
T> & Ant; xplvery ov Jyrarrer ; they thar are in 
paſſion cannot diſcern nor judge of truth. 
5. Chriſt lofeth more, by the paſſion then he 
4ins by the diſputation ; for while you. ſeck to 
ek him, he finds himſelf to be diſho- 
noured, | 
Avaiy Az32vmwy Se;Tips Iuimuiters; & un 
e&vnTeivav Tois Ao)pis, 00920 TW. 
When two diſpute, aud th'one begins ta rage, 
The other not retorting is more ſage. 
$ Prejudice. 3+Intreat God to remove prejudices, for tha: 
1 doth very. much prejudice the entertainment of 
truth. eAhab had ſucha prejudice againſt Mi- 
ny that he would not call —_— et, 
xKings 2 ' but [ 1 Kzne. 23, 8.] Michaiah. the ſon of Im» 
Jad Fats ara = Michaiah the ſon of Im- 
lah,buz T hate him, . for he never ſhevks good con - 
cerning me but evil 3\ but as Fe DATE bs 
of £ —_— 
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'Þ Hhab, Let 103 the King ſay ſo3 even fo would T 

to you, Chriſtians ; let nor: Chriſtians ſay 
of one another, this.is a rigid man, I will not 
hear him ; or this is a Sefary, I will not hear 
him. Beg of God that prejudice may not binder 
doſing with rrnth. 


in The third Principle. 


ere >, When Godis ſought, and you begin to 3 Princip, ſpeck paige 


diſcourſe, deal faithfully as inthe preſence of 9 =="7 
or | God 3 uſe nor policy and ſophiſtry to vaile the {© gms on Bowe 


truth. Do not ye equtvocare nor mince your 

u- | meanings, hiding ir under dubiozs termes, but 

he | propoſe all things clearly. Aﬀe& nor novelty 

or nicery of language, bur ſpeak in known and 

id | familiar phraſes. : 

lo Many times there's ſuch a do kept abour 

xe | rermes, that befcre the diſcourſe be ended, men 

n | loſe _—_— — | mga therefore 

ipeak plainly and not in parables. * It's no, 
- putle —_— to ſpeak ſuch core 3$ Will Coti- worts tave eheſe wgrl 
o | Kain youto uſe twenty, and ſometimes rwen- 2% 


is ty times more to explain what you meant. wg 

2 The fourth Pringiple. © dnborOf, 
4.Be as willing to hear as toſpeak 3 a mari , p;ingoie, ry marks 
; ſhoulq hear twice as much as he ſhould ſpeak, ſpeak Intl ” 

, and it ſeems to be intimated in his having rwo 

f cares, bur one tongue. Were there in- times of 


diſcourſe more  hearers | and fewer ſpeakers, 
there would probably be eaſier and ſpeedier de- 
terminations 3 much talk hinders obſervation, 
end keeps things from being weieh'd. A man 
ſhall meet wath ſuch 3alkatiyes, as (like the 
þears 


El & # j 


bearing of an uobrac'd drum) ire able robe } 
ſome men our of their wits, at leaſt wot ey 
ence z they are jo confuſedly bufie, and ſo Farr 


confuſed. 


The fifth Principle. 


- SPrinepleweighwhat ©, 13/igh wor who ſpeaks not how it is ſpoken 
—_ but what is ſpoken ; you ſhould not dedan a, 
nor uudervalue a truth, becauſe ye like or dii- 
like the party or his manner of ſpeaking. Some- 
time (according to the Proverb) we dandle the 
 _  _ child torlove ofthe Nurſe, and take up an o- 
| Ne mlaton of * pinion for his ſake that —_ it 3 * andothers 
; Phe oi Seriprur tha refuſe an opinion becauſe ſuch a one holds it. 
oF on kt be. ' ButChreſtians, conſider what you do 3 would 
ſp: ene Cirialrdſols-a man take poyſon, though from a' Father, or | 
: I——_— ore, -tefaſea (prdiall though from an enemy ? It was 
-» Phil. 4.15 better ſaid, Amicus Flato, and Amicus Ariſto- 
zeles, ſed magis amitaveritas. And the Apoſtle 
"= rejoyced that Chriſt was preached, rhough they 
oi: that preacht him did it our of envy and to add 
| t0 his bonds 3 go from any man to go to truth ; 
' but go from nozruth 0 go zo any man. As Chriſt 
' ſaid; rhe pollution is not from without , neither 
indecd (in this ſenſe ) the purity. What is the 
word the better for being in Pauls mouth, or 
i the worſe for "being in eApolios ? Whar isthe 
= Heguenly treaſure the worle tor being -byought 
My, inan earthen veſſel ? or the better when hazd- 
' _-edcousbyan Angell? is the' word of }/i{done 


TY the berter for the #/iſdome of words ? ar is truth 

Set the lefle beautifull becauſe naked and not array- 
ed with Satin words, and filken phraſes ? what | 
.thqugh a. man have neither filver nor gold to 

” give you, (5.708 Chrift worth the r@ciuing pe ' 


.. 


Y 


a 


| =. . ow ; #5 
bear} *Tis ſtrange ro ſee how men are led into, and 
ati- || led our of opinions mecrly by an opinion of the 

wy | man. The Philoſopher ( rhough be were the 

ſame man and of the ſame minde) in his (qual- 

lid rags, could not finde admiflion, when better 

robes procur'd both an open doore, and reve« a 
| | rence. Beldneffe and readineſle of ſpeech with the A 
en, | moſt (though nor with the moſt judicious) bears 4 
lue, | away the Bell. To go from eAriſtotle, though a '?© dixit fraid al"? ©» 
lii- Þ man gOto rcalon, is, or hal wont 10 be, no X 

ne- | ſmall diſgrace in the (chooles. 

the If Herod ipeak, then it is the voyce of. Go4 
10- | and notof man ! but if Paul ſpeake, theh 'tis 
ers | what will this babler ſay ? Some cannot heare 
unleſſe a Dofor preach; others will not heare 
uld if a Door preach. Surely Chriſtians, theſe 
Of | things ought not to be ſo; truth ſhould be well- 
was | comerto us though the Devill the father of lics 
to- brought ir to us 3 and no hing but truth, though 


_ 


- an Angel from Heaven be the meflcnger. 
ro The fixth Princip'e. 
= 6:Let not cuſiome beare ſ:ray for or againſt an © Xeon avane, | 


opinion. Let not Antiquity? or Novelty m2ke trucs, nut aaftume.. | 
you reſpe& or diſreſpe& a ruth 3 father truth 
Of | fortruths ſake whether old or new, Though all 


the x 
truth be old*,yer our fight oftruth may be new z * 014 truths maycomg 

71 why thcn ſhould new Shs be atrouble to ſome, n775o LakGodes | 

" | &r#radition aburthen to others * why ſhould ** icaf Uiinins 
wr Divine or Orthodox, or Orthodox Divine grow 2” 
in out of date? or why ſhould not a Goſpeli- 
A Preasber be in ſeaſon ? Some like words and 
rg © P**Rices; becaule of cuſtome ; orhers have no | 

I otherreafon for their di/like. 'Never walk | T 


vhs he} been done, vr whet is done, wites 11 bt 


- 
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i Cor. 2. 13 
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1 hat ought to be done. Reduce thing 


LA Plincipte, proper 4 
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a — 
s to their 
primitive inſtitution 5 and rheii ſee what G 
faich of them, as our Saviour told the Phariſees, 
Matth. 1 g. 8. Though Moſes for the hardneſſe 
of yonr hearts ſuffered you ro pyt away your 
Wives, yet from the beginning it was not fo. 

Men do now adayes by opinions, as many do 
by their cloaths 3 ſome will keep to their great 
grandfathcers habit and faſhion 5 others as 
thangeable as the Moone , think they are never 
in Aſhion, unlefſe they be ever changing 
f:ſhions. Some cannot like a truth becauſe 'tis 
not of ancient ſtanding; others like it becauſe 
it i8of yeſterday. Some can reverence none but 
gray-hair'd opinons,others like none but youth- 
full and ſmoorhfac*'d ones. Tis true the * multi- 
rude of yeares te:cheth wildome, and ſo may the 
* few of ayes 3 tis truth, and nothing but the 
truth, and all the truth, which ſhould have our 
eſteem, whether it be old or young 3 wiether the 
firſt borne of time, or the laſt. 


The ſeventh Principle. 


#. In all diſcourſes and diſputations, uſe pros 
per Media or arguments to prove your tenets 
by 3 bring not Scriptures to your reaſon, bur 
your reaſon to Scripture , or judge reaſon by 
reaſon, and Scripture by Scriprure. Morall ar- 
guments are not fit and proper to prove aruralt 
Principles: by, nor 'in many things r.4rz0udll 
Argumentsto prove or diſprove Scripture by. 
Prove ſpirituall things by {pirituall Arguments, 
as the eApoſile hints to us, t Cor.2.13. which 
things allo we ſpeak, nor in the words which 
trans wiſdome reacherh , but which = an 
T5 4 


Ghoſt reacherh » comparing -(þ 


* vercome the truth is ſhame. Plutarch' makes it #; \ 
orcat diſcovery of proficiency in vetrue; when @ : 


Ly > 


irituall things 
with ſpirituall 3 or judging {piritualls with 
ſpiritualls. The Apoſtle did not borrow words 
or Arguments from without, but fitted ſpiritu- 
all Arguments to prove ſpiritual things. Never 
draw Ecclefiaſticall coniluſions from Polizicall 


premiſſes. 


The eighth Principle. 


8. Diſcourſe not 20 cavill but to convince, 0r 8. Pringygy,, 5 
to be convinced. Many diſcourſe & diſpute more ®! no. oy 
for fafion then ſatisfat,on, and hence come 
ſo many frations. 

Many ye4 too many , diſcourſe and diſpute to 
ſhew forth themſelves more then truth ; taking +: 
more care to ſhew what may be ſaid; then what 
ſhould be ſaid: ever carping and making ob- 
jefions, when there needs none to be made. 


The ninetb Principle. 

9. When truth is ſpoken, yield to it; men | 
thinke it a ſhame to ſubmit and ſurrender thegg- 7; 7iple,yieldt 
elves after they have ſo long and ſo ftoutly Rayd = 
in the defence of their opinion : and therefore. 
though they be convinced that their zenct is.a 
leaſt ſuſpicious, like ſo many ſophiſters in the 
Schooles they ſtudy to evade by diſtinQions, 
rather then give glory to God in conteſling 
their fin. 

ButChriſtians,ris no ſmall conqueſt and yi- I 
ory that you obrain, when your ſelf, error and - +3 
darkneſſe is overcome and captivated by truth. 
'Tis anhonour #0 be overcome. by truth; but 10 0- 


man 


% 
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man doth not take it ill that he is confureds 


The tenth Principle. 


d-Principle, praſtile 10. When, aud as far 6s yon are convinced, 

praiiſe. . Go together as far as you can 3 what 
need you part till needs muſt ? you can agree to 
preach, hear and pre y cogether, though in @- 
ther things you difter.I have ſcer: juch ſweet ſuc= 
ceſſe upon the Prayers of Chriſtians met toge- 
ther, who have differcd in {everal opinions, that 
I cannot but beſecchChriſtians,that they would 
norforſake the aflembling of them(elves together 
as the manner of ſome is. 

Let us therefore Brethren, as many as be per- 
fe&, bethus minded; and whereto we have al- 
ready attained, let us walk by the fame rule: and 
if in any thing ye be otherwiſe minded, God 
ſhall reveal even thzs unto you, 


AAA AALE CAA INACLAL, 


PART. II 


More uniting Prin= T1 4he mean time let us like Chriſtians obſerve 

pr_— theſe enſuing Principles. They are as ſalve.and 
you may gueſſe at the nature of our wounds by 
them; 1 leaue the application of them 10 
the bleſſing of God. 


x:Principle, forbear- 2, Þ Et #8 bear with one another, and forte:r 
+ Mnce- oue another m1 love ; We are commanded 
to bear one anothers burdens, Gal.6.2. That (o. | 
we may fulfill the Law of C and we ſhall 
undoubtedly be commended 3 for 'tis according. * 
to the goad will of Chriſt, if we bear _— | 


F . ARES e 
Or, Love one another . 
thers burdens. T am confident *ris a burden to 
many a ſonl that rhey are not in all thingslike 
minded unto their brethren ; Tea, 'ti not with- 
out ſome fear and trembling that in any thing 
they diſagree from ſo many worthy and gracious 
o men that are otherwiſe minded. Oh help to bear, 
2 or at leaſt bear with the burden. 

You cannot keep the #nity of the ſpirit inthe 
" bond of peace, unlefſe you joke one another 
it in love , as appears moſt plainly by their con- 
| neQion, Ef 4+2,3: forbearing one another in 
a love, endeavOuring to keep the unity of the ipi- 
rit inthe bond of peace: this endeavour for uni- 
ty and peace will be loſt,unlefſe God wha bears 
L with us, teach us alſo to bear one with ahorther. 


d Take theſe reaſons for forbearance. ne tad 
1, Tou all pretend, yea, I bope intend the ſeme }; The onenelecf 

, end : you profeſle one and the tame deſign, wit. | 

the advancement of the Goſpel of Peacc,and the 

Peace of the Goſpel. Should ye not therefore in 

relation to this end , rejoyce that Chriſt is 

preach'r, though ſome thould preach him our 

id of enyy and on purpole to adde ro your bonds ? 


by it was Pauls joy Phil.1.15 16.18, 

Nt Why my dearly Beloved , are ye Ephraim a- 
gainſt Manaſſeb , and Manaſſeh againkt Ephra- 
im, (ceing both are for Fudab ? Oh that Epbra- 

- im might not envy Manaſſeh, nor Manaſſeh 


4 | © Ephraim any more. Sce that remarkable 

>Þ Þ afſage in Mar. g. v. 38 ſaith Fob, Maſtcr,we 

11. | 72 one caſting out Devils in thy name, and he 

followeth not us, and we forbad him, : becauſe 

5 he followed not us. (hriftians, ig not this many 

R a mans language ? forbtd him; falence him ous 
B'z 


with 


1 


be moſt and beck. 


r ſives, 


7 —_ 
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The New Command renewell: = 


with-hini, down-with him, why ſo ? why, be- 
' cauſe he followeth not us. But Jeſus forbad F:hn 


ro forbid him 3 for verſ. 39. Jeſus ſaid, forbid 
him not; and he gives two reaſons of it; Firſt, 
no man which ſhall doa miracle -in my name, 
can lightly ſpeak evil of me. Secondly,  v. 40. 
for he that is not againſt us, is on our part. 
Chriſtians, can he be againſt you that is for 
Chriſt 3 whar though he follow.not you, he 
notwithſtanding carries on Chriſts end ; bleſ- 


ſed God, forbid this, that we ſhowd forbid one 


s: Reaſon, you agree in another ro.do thy work. 


2. Tou agree tit the moſt and the beſt things. 
The Fundamentals and effentials ot Religion 
(in which you to whom I write do agree) are of 
far more worth, and therefore of far more con- 
cernment to ingage you, then circumitanrials 
and accidentals (the things in which you diſ- 
agree) are to diſingage you. 

- 3. Conſider that your ſelves alſo are men ſub- 
ject to the like infirmicics with your Brethren, 
and ſubje& to the like paſlions, and have allo 
your failings and aberrations; in many things 
we cftend all; who is there that ſinneth not ? 
good Lord | if thou ſhould'| be {o ſoon angry 


with us as weare one with another, who could-. 
Rand? T beſecch you to read this Scripture ® 
'withall lowlinefle and meckneſle of mind, Gal. 


6.1. Brethren, it a man (or as the margin reads 
it, .. (though aman) be overtaken ina fault , ye 
who are ſpiritual, reftore ſuch an one in the 


- ſpirit of meekneſſe ; why ſo ? conſidering thy 


Jelf,leit thou alio be tempted, If thou be tempt» 
eq, this which thou findeſt fauls with, may by 


 #hy faylr, 
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The ſccond Principle. 


2. Until ye are agreed, have charitable uw Charity, 
thoughts, not hard and harſh cenſures of each 0- 
thers walking. Judge it rather tobe conſcience 
| then ſtubbornneſſe, which ingageth men'to 
=: walk in different courſes. You would have = 
thers think ſo of yon ; why will not you think 


{oof others ? who would not think bur that to 
- have every mans good will, to keep the love of 
: relations, to enjoy their liberties, men would 


comply with any thing, werethere not an awe 

| upon their conſciences? whence it may arile, I 

- will not queſtion. 

J Love thinks 10 evil , viz. of others,. as well ca. g, «, 
E as towards others: Love baniſheth jealouſics 

5 and ſuſpicions, and ſo:conlequently cenſures. 


The thizd Principle. 


3. Draw not away your love. when God draws 2 Priociple,tove | 
not away his love; dare any man deny his love "_ | 
to that man, where God grants his love ? If a- 

| - , © , Car. 16. 24 
ny man love not the LordJeſus Chriſt, let bim 
be Anathema Maranatha. But is any man bclo- 
loyed and a lover of Chriſt? Oh take heed, 
deny him nor your loye. Les that. of 4he ſpirit. 


. which appears 1u him, draw thine heart more #0- 

is wards him, then that of fleſh which appears, take- 

& off thine heart from him. es 

vo We many times take notice of that which will © + _ 
f divide, and nos. of that which,will unite. A, 


ſmall errour was ſoon eſpied in certain pitures * *' 
of 4pelles, when a thouſand excellent rouches* 
qxece not at all obſerved. One houre of Ectgfe 
B 3 caulerty 
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Frit ple, cenſure 
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thouſand fairedays. Thoſe ſouldiers who fol- 


lowed Caſars triumph, publiſhed his vices, but - 


concealed his vertues. But dear Chriſtians, let 
us rather {ay one to another, as Queen Eliqa- 
beth ſaid tothe Lord Burleigh, fit down my 
Lord, we make much of you, not for your bad 
leg, but for your good Head. Let us make much 
of each other and fit down together, nor becauſe 
there is badnefſe in the feet 3 but becauſe there 
is goodneſle in the head and heart, 


The fourth Principle. 


4. (enſure no man's intention till his praftice, 
either words or works diſcover his meaning. 
Many times by their fears, jcalouſies and fol. 
pitions men creare that in their hearts, which 
had never a place inthe ſuſpeRed parties ima- 
gination. Jacob was needlefly troubled and 
cauſeleſly afraid of his brother Eſau, when no- 
thing gave him occaſion to ſuſpeCt his brother, 
but his own guilty conſcience, which tald him 
he did deferve it. Jacob fears that he came to 
Execure cevenge, when he comes to welcome 
nos his brother, and entertain' him honour- 

ly. 
| Jexloue isas quick as Martial Law ; ar- 
raignes, condemns and executes all in a mo- 
ment. 

* Nothing doth more hurt and wrong to 
friends then jealoufies. Some cxy out of ſome, 
theſe men intend nothing but Anarchy and con- 
ns og ae = Fj there will be no —_—_— 

not telpetto) perfons. Others cry aur 
gthers, cheſe'men les nothing but "_—_ 
Me: 2 rage: * 


cauſeth the Sun to be more gazed on, then a 
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and 


'* Or, Love ome wiather. 
y, to encroach all power into their 
own hand, and ſo to be Mafters over our faith, 
and to lord it over the Lords inhetitance, Bur 
why are ye become evil judges of thoughts ? are 
you the ſearchers of hearts ? you would judge 
more righteous judgement in this, to judge ac- 
cording to appearance. 


The fifth Principle. 


5. Do nothing whereby to incenſe and exaſpe-,,. ..._ ... 
rate one gr, Provoke one i to [re — 
as muchas you can, but to wrath as little as 
you may, nay, not at all. *Tis becoming Chri- 
ſtidns to uſe ſoft words; and they turn away 
wrath ; but many words ſtir up ſtrife. Bitrer 
words are like ſharp ſwords, they pierce tothe 
very Toule. But let others paſſion provoke your pro. xs, , 3 
compaſſion. 'T was (weetly (aid of Calvin con- 
-cerning Luther, Though he call me Devil, I will 
Al him Saint, Oh that Chriftians wonld 
learn that leflon of Chriſt, When you are revi- 


led, rcvile not again! 


Alas! do not men ſpeak bitterly againft bitter 
ſpeaking 3 and write bitterly againſt bitter 


Writi 


3 


becomin 


$ 
for ria they judge others they condemn 
themſelyes, being doers of the ſame things. 
Oh that Chriſtians would overcornie evil with 
ood, paſſion with reckneffe, bitternefle with 
weetneſlſe ; for a ſoft t 
Prov. 25. 15. Oh: how did Abigails affefion 
conquer Davids paſſion, though heated ſeveri- Ea 
fold ! And how did Davids kindneſſe to Savl, - _— 
make Sul confeſle bis unkindneſſe 30 David t- 
However others carry RN t0pard us. utt- 

4 


F 


inexcuſable thereby ? Rom. a. 14 


e breaks the bone, 


becoming 


The New Command Fenewed : 
becoming Chriſtians, our carriage toward them 
uld be no other then is becoming Chriſtians, 
A Publican will love where he finds love, and 
ſalute when he is ſaluted ; but you (4 you Chri- 
ſtians !) are to exceed and excell in lovez to 
love when you are not loved, (though the more 
you love, the leſſe ye be heloved) to ſpeak faire 
when you are il|-ſpoken of, not to render rail- 
ing for railing, but contrariwiſe bleſſing,know- 
ing that you are thereunto called. | 
Chriſtians ſhould be as the Angels, which 
are greater in power and might, yer bring n0 
railing accuſations before the Lord ; Michael - 
the Arch-angel diſputing with the Devil about 
the body of Moſes, durit not bring (hcarke ye 
Chriſtians) he durſt not bring a railing accula- 
tion, but ſaid The Lord nies thee. Let us do 
for the future, as Fohns diſciples did by their 
Maſter, when Herod- {lew him, Mat. 14. 12, 
they took up the body and buried it, and went 
= gry; Jeſus. Let us bury in oblivion all 
railings and injuries, only go and tcll Teſus, and 
ſay, Lord rebuke them. 


The fixth Principle, 


6. Go n0t about to make one anothey odious by 
reprefenting things worſe then they are, Many 
times the piCure of the Lion is more dreadful 
thenthe Lion himſelf. Good Lord ! in what 
black, ugly and defornied ſhapes do men ſer 
forth one another, as ifthey were Monſters and 
' no men ? | | 
i" 
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Hae dici potuiſſe, & 101 potuiſſe yefelli. 
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7 blnſh to tell it, 


ri= | That I can ſpeak it, 
to But cannot refell it. 
pre 4 
ire Tertullus never ſtrained his Oratory againſt 
il- Paul, nor Tobias and Sanballat theirs againſt, 
W= Nehemiah, more then C hriſtians (7zf as leaſt 
| they be as they are called) do train theirs to a 
ch bring orſe another under diſreſpe&t and odjum. | 
7.0 
el - The ſeventh *P rinciple. 
ut 
ye 7.Draw not concluſions from other mens Priu- ; 
a= ciples & then ſay they are their opinions. Wemay 7. Princigs, 
do make the ſame complaint as David, they wreſt, / 
ir torture and wrack my words, Alas | men ſet e- Pale 55+ 
2s very thing on the tenter-hooks, and ſtretch and 
at twiſt every Principle like a nole of wax. 
Il eAlas | What pity 'tis to ſee men invert and 
d pervert one anothers words,and at length to 
draw ſuch concluſions as would make one think 
they meant what they never meant ? *T'were & 
good thing to interpret candidly,andwhena thin 
will bear a double conſtruftion, to take it in th 
y beſt ſenſe. But we ſee by ſad experience that $0- 
= pr [try makes more Syllogiſmes then Logick - f 
l oth. ; 
t So ſome miſtook and miſreported Paul, Rom. _— 
t 3-8, asif he had ſaid,that we might do evil, ſ0 ; 
| good might come thereof.So the Tews depoſe that 
Chriſt ſaid he would deſtroy the Temple as Te- Mavaitae © 
ruſalem in three days and raiſc.it again, when. CE 


he ſpake of his Body,as appears, Toþ,2.2 1. whar Jen's 21 
words thus wreſted and: perverted may" 0uyE; Re 
- E : c = S " s 
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Principe, Do' as 
Mz would be dan- 19. gy $0 y0u. We are uſually berter at pig 


be New Command renewed : 
called hereſic and(95 they [zid ofChriſts words) 
Blaſphemy ? when if.taken as meant, and in 
their proper [cnſe, may be found very ſound and 
conſonant to truth. Take heed therefore of gloſ- 
feng or commenting upon anothers Text. 


The cighth Þ rinciple. 
$.Grant to others what you would have others 


theryart gzving; we care not how much we re- 
ceive,nor how little we give : though it be more 
honorable to give then to receive ? When our 
ſelves are interiours and others ſuperiours, we 
beg (as did the ſervant, Matt.1 8 26) Have pa- 
ence alittle, have alittle patience ; bur when 

r ſAves are ſnperiours, and others inferiours, 
wchave no patience at aft. 

Jefus Chriſt ſums up the Law and the Pro+ 
phers in this Principle,[Matt.7.12.] Therefore 
all things,whatrſoever ye would that mcn ſhould 
doto you, do ye even ſotothem. This is all 
that the Law, viz. leve thy Neighbour as thy 
— require, and the doing of it is the ful- 
filling of the Liw. *Tis indecd a golden rule, a 
zoyall Law, the ſtandard of equity, according to 


which we muſt conyerſc with ail mens 


Ah (briftians ! did we make other mens ca- 
ſes our own, we ſhould fay the caſe is altered. 
Tob pleads thus with his friends , I could alſo 
{peak as you, if your ſoul were in my ſouls ſtead, 
I could heap up words againſt you, and ſhake 
my head at you'z But 1 would ſtrengthen you 


with my mouth, and the moying of my lips 


ſhould-aflwage your grief. . 
Many a great Commander have upon this ve- 
ry 


os a ad 


r,L ON P — 
fs confideration ſhown themſelyes exceeding 
merciful and kind to their captives, confiderin 
it might be their own caſe, and then they woul 
be glad of mercy. And indeed vifory togene- 
ous minds is only an inducement to Moderation, F 
See how 4donzbegeks conſcience flies in his 
face for his cruelty, when he himſelf was ſer- 
ved by others as he had ſerved ochers, Tudg. 1, 
7. And Adonibezek (aid, T_—_ and ten 
'F | Kings. having their thumbs and their great tocs 
8 [at off, gather'd their meat under my table z as 
” | Ihave done ſo God hath requited me. *© 


The nineth 2 rinciple. 


. Do nothing in prejudice or parttality 3 the ._. 
Fo. will make m._ an enemy to good, the other oy Bo wn 
will make you a friend to evill. Prejudice will 
take in nothing, partiality will take in any 
-thing. 

Alas ! ſuch is our miſery that men part Re- 
ligion, and love by parties. Men love not (as 
God loves) without reſpe& of perſons ; but men 
love ſuch, becauſe they take part-with them and 
their deſignes; and have prejudice againſt 
others, becauſe they are not their followers. 

Till we love one another according as Chriſt 
hath given us command and example,as he hath 
lovea us, that is 4s bis , we cannot expett {o 
{wcet a concord, as then we may. 


The tenth Principle. 


19. Aſcend or deſeeid, go bigher or lower, do + 
any thing (Sinne _—_ ) that you may agree. BB. 5 
Become all rhings toall men , it ac laſt by wy 
mane 


=. 


iS fCor.10. 26 


"ww 
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means you may winne ſome: No fuch way WF 
win one anothers love, as by denyiug outyſely{t 
to ſeek one anothers wealth, ER 7, 
Nature is ſo in love with unity , that Parris 
cular beings will forſake their own-iatereſls 
their elements and centres which are their re 
and happineſs, rather then there ſhould be 
breach or vacuity in nature ; and *tis but reaſor 
that particulars ſhould ſerve the univerſall,| for 
they who {o loſe, ſhall ſave] ſeeing that uoleſl 
the veſſel be preſerved their Cabins cannor. 
Alas Chriſtians: how will ye thus ſeek ever 
man his own , and not the things of Jeſus 
Chriſt > Oh-how glad am TI ! my joy is now 
fulfilled /aith Fobn, at Chriſts increaſe, though 
his increaſe: be my decreaſe; and Part would 


if 


- 
- 


rather ſtarve himſelfe and never eate fleſh whilefj ! 
he lived, then do any thing which ſhould of- y 
fend or (adden his weake Brother. - 


Bodies'duCtile and tenfile (meralls that will 
be drawne into wires; wooll and towe , which 
will be drawn into yarne or thread)have in them 
the appcrite of not diſcontinuing ſo ſtrong, that 
they will follow the force which wire araws and 
pulis them ont, rather then diſcontinue or for- 
ſaketh2ir owne bodies. 

Crtificlea the mother of (leomenes, (when 
he was loth to fend herefor a pledge into 
&£ egypt) ſaid unto him 3 come, come, put me 
into a ſhip, and ſend me whether thou wilt, 
that this body of minc may do ſome good to my 
Countrey, before crooked aye conſume my lite 
without profit. 

O that there were ſucha heart in us, but to 
lay afide our own particular relations and in- 
terefts, that there may. not be ſo many a breagh 

2 alt 
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Like pul lick; .let us beweak- with the weak, 
rong with the ſtrong , that we may 
Foreackes. 
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III. PART. 


ſome other Principles to unite our judge- 
ments ; and ſubmit them to the judgement 
of the Saints, whether they ſpeak according 
t0 God or 10. 


The firſt Principle. 
I Qi: there is nothing to be practiſed, 


. ®. . I i i 
belicved or taught, which is not agree= $ripure judges 


able to the mind of God, Let us make the Word 
of God our Fudge. 

The Scriptures ( #s is grante4 by all that I 
write to) are the touchſtone_ by which” all rehi- 
gious Principles and Acts are to be tryed, To 
the Lew and to the Teſtimony, it they ſpeak nor 
according to this rule, 'tis b:cauſe there is no 
light in them, Tſa.8,20. Let nothing paſſe for 
turrant coine, which hath not this ſlamp- up- 
on it, 

Certainly no Chriſtian ,will refule to make 


the truth of God contained in 'the Scriptures 


the judge of a!l he holds and practifeth, it be-' 
ing the baſis of both, if they. be laid on their 
true foundation ; *tis the tryal which: tryes all 3 


and thercfore bring your opinions to the light,” . 


ro ſee whether they be of God'or no. | 

Tf the Scriptures write jus, d12714n, divine: 

rizhc upon any opinion,'tis then Rey 
Pet, 


4 % 


Foy 4 further help to unity T ſhall lay” down © 


&-: 


all other authority is not ſufficient ro'command' ; | 
either faith or praQice. The Bereans [ 4517, © 


' _= 
* . 
: 


£ 
% Y a 


1 1.] were cal'd more noble then they of Theſſaly " 
2ica,becauſe they did not take things upon truſt, G 
and believe implicitely, but ſearched rhe Scrif of 
prures daily, whether theſe things were ſo. UY , 
any.man or 4# eAnget from Heaven bring you 
any other Do&rine, let him be accurſed , Gal, n 
1.8, 

Certainly theſe are the undoubted , perfe& , 
and infallible rule, for all matters of faith and 6 
ratice , or God could not judge rhe world }| - 
by them ar the laſt day. ; 

Let us do therefore as the wife men, when : 


they ſaw the ſtarre, go up to Feryſalem, that is, 
to the Law and to the teſtimony, and willingly 
acquielee in the eAnſwer we receive from the 
Oracles of God. 


The ſecond Principle. 


2. Principle, Righe © 2, Labour for 4 right underſtanding of Scri- 
got prare;; for the want of this makes all our difter- 
ences z we erre, not knowing the Serifhures. 
Every one 4indeed hrings Scripture, bur moft 
bring #hetr owne,not the Scriptures owne'fenſe, 
7 B82 for their opinions. : 
| Bree helps to under= For avight befor of Scripture take 
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theſe three gourſes. 

Firſt, Conſult wjth the ſpirit of God. N 
knoweth the ming of. God, but the ſpirit 6f 
God, 1 Cor. 2. 11. The Philiftims by jlow- 
tug with /Sampforjs beifer, came to know 
his riddle. Tfany therefore want wiſdom, let 
him ask it_of God, who giveth liberally and 
upbiaideth nor ; yea he giveth the ſpirit to 
them.that ask him, | 
x we Wh Secondly, 


j 
.L 


cu ag ——— 
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FF; - Secondly, Conſult with rhe $ 
**T ſecret of the Lord is with them that fear him, 
4 | and he will ſhew them his Coycnanr, [ (4.25. 

14] converſe with them who converſe with 

God. The Saints have clearer apprehenſions 
* of the Scripture then other men 3 and can give * 
a better account of the myſtery (not ſo perhaps of 
the Hiſiory) then wany a learned man can do : 
the reaſon is apparent z for the godly man, 
though illizerate, hath the Law in his heart, 
” and the truth jn his inward parts 3 The Buble 

"} rrauſcrib'd within him. But the moſt learned 
man in the world (if not a Saint) hath ir. nor 
in the experzence, rhough be have ir in the 
* expreſſion. | | 
1s | Not beloved thatT ſpeak in diſlike of learns 
>) | ingandits uſe 3 no, Ido canfefle thav next tap 
he > oe : 

the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and Communion with. 

God in him,there is no porti92 {whether riches, 
honours or pleaſures) like unto it, in my c- | 
ſtcem. This by the way 3 now #0 our purpoſe. Prora%k 4 

It is good therefore to conſult with the Saints, | OY 
+ | 2conjunRion of Counſellors will do well; for in 
a || the multitude of them there is like to be ſafery, 
ot 
c 


I* 
» 3x "7 # 
. w = 4 


Prov. 11. 14. As to depend only on other mei's 

judgendent, were 10 make 4s if the ſpirit had nos 

come 19 thy ſelf z ſo v0 depend only on thy own 

judgement,” were 20 nuke as if the ſpirit of God 
, | bad not come 30 others. 
7 Thirdly, #ſe ſuch Pelps as God hath made Tyree o:her nates, 
- | uſcfulrg others for their right underſtanding of oY 
Scriptures, RTAD (ef p a 
Such 4s God bat e uſeful to me and many 0- gt 
| ther Chriftians; T ſball fer before you; 1 pare). -» £ 

rut @» 


as ie wiſe wen, judge ye what I [a. 
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The firſt Rule. © 
15 Thas the Father, Son and - pirit; as thiy: 
arc one, ſo they agree in one, 1 Fob. 5. 7, 8; they 
have bur one Jefiane. The Ek, Son and hey "I 
rit are not like the gods of the heathen (whith ' 
indeed are not gods)always quarrelling one with! 
another, claſhing againſt, and contradi&z 
one another, though they will many things,they Y * 
w'll is but one. 
Therefore if you find in_ Scripture, that the 
Sonnes defigne in Redemption, ſeems to be of 
larger extent then the Fathers in EleRion; and 
the Spirits in San&ification, reconcile it by 
I this rule, for there is but one and the ſame objeft 
- of the Fathers Ele#zon, the Sons Redemption, 
Ex. / and the Spirits Sanfification to eternal life, 
; The ſecond Rjue. 
= IN 2. Every particular is to be interpreted by the* 
ſcope of the whole, and that will free Scriptures 
CR from all ſeeming contradi&ions. | 
b- + .: Paul faith, Rom. 3.28. a man is juſtified by 
* Jople. Faith,without (* or apart from)che deeds of the 
EE - ' law: but Tam. 2. 24+. Ye ſce'then how that 
by works a man is juſtified, and not by faith 
only, * or alone. 
Now here ſcems to- be a contradiRion ; but 
the ſcope of the Scripture will unty this knot 
a5 (as I underſtand) thus. By Faith glone we are 
*% juſtified, but the Faith by whichrwe are jiſtifi-" | 


F, ed isnot alone; *T'is nor(As I conceive) the work 
7% Faith, nor the works of Faith, but a- working 
=_— Faith whereby we are juſtified. 

"2 By Faith the Perſon is juſtificd and by works 


© ahe Faith is juſtified; and thus beloved- (I Þ 
E hapeFFou ice clearly, that there is nor concordia Þ 


Sk - -,_ #ifeors, a diſagreeing agreement, bar diſcordia Þ| 


th ! 
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l { Yours of 8 Movevioal breeds, And Lathey hath 
1th 


or Chit 1, ep the 


ther t6 
negleR the cope, 


on any 
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In deve: 
ſunt verba rebia; now 
r_ : 9 Lrwy cquanty & litera 
rim, The ſenſe in m_— rs Words muſt 
plate tothe mittrer and (enf e; His reafon & this, 
eats the matter is trot for the words, bur the virds— c 
for the matter. And ag4in Divinely, Iffe wodwe - 
telligendi aut interpretantli Scriptures, diverſa (c 
ex drverfos locis decerpere,eſt fallaci ſſimus, habexda 1- 
gitur eff tota Scriptura ante oculos, 2? contraria ton- 
srarlis conferenda. T hat way of underſtanding or in- 
terpreting Scriptures, vit to | avi diverſe thi 
from diverſe places, is moſt deceirfull : rhe whole 
$criprure therefore is to be had before our eyes, and 


contraries to be compared with- comtraries. 


" a ſweet Theo rele, ep to rhis purpoſe 


Friends,1 hope it will got be an offence to anyto 
quote an Author; for I bdieve, 'Ti & 20 
ronſult wth the experience of dead as of livi 


atnits.. 

The third Rule. 

3-The place is not realy interpreted mor een 3 RatC 
well inferr'd,the confequence whereof is an abſurdity, 


and ſpeaks any rhing ro the difparagement of the 
God of grace,or the = of Grd ,,as Enther (Divine 


Luther OmnScri <7 pro Chriſto interpretenda, 
ex. -£7.6 Sexva needs Fl Grieg ne Chri- 
| (ſto nibil pore: All 5 


tbe al 
; | ences after it 25 theſe, vi 
Gods puttable ; thas 2 


Chriſþ is not able of 


T_T 
or 7 caunor 
AV; wb Sc 

"Bi TOS The fourth Rule. 
4 The heed of ffi, though there ma be 
of them;yer 'by's moſt part,the moſt part of 4-4, 
Foofng arte from darkne!s why i e,or froth. 


kicks Therefore take heed of we and admit ' 
% -2Þ EN : Hes "which. Ate” nc Avel wr ome on the ag 


” ES © 


Sens way When men know noryher ro yp then like 
; Soon they cry diſtinguiſh, we muſt dit a 
L Maerialiter and formaljter 3 ftri 
(þ 9k © rhregd-bare mn, are tofled opand. 
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cb held Ove io. =. 
Nes irld forth dfoin comps 1e of A 
which will*be bener 'ro gro q 
more cleare. 


The fxth Rule, © 
-6 Sering God in-Scripture ſpeaks much, in alit- OY 


"es, imerpret Scrippuee iu the largeſt ſenſe.Sccipture 
* wider toLqws of javour,which are.to, ve <xegp "ES 
Ano Then ng 

pture by oxaluling, ing ag Hawning ie inn" 
narrow compalle 

The Evgngeli look npon ſeverall Texs as fl- 
- filled in their days, which were fulfilled lor 
as Mattb. 3.17. Then was fulfilled that whidry 6 
ſpoken by the Prophet Fercmiah, (aying,'&c NT TOON 
was fulfilled. itcrallfMin Feremy 31. 15,  Whed= 35 P 
aim'(which came from Rachel\was in ev ;> IrgleStew' T6 
and fulfilled here by alluſion 3 as muctr as if if Tp i 
bien laid, we may now take up rhe words of ve 
pbet;as if that place was nor fulkil'd+il oe An 
you ſhall often finde ſeverall Texts 
occafions applyed to ſcveralt uſes4 which 
the ſenſe ſhould nor be confined. As for inflancey TY 
Text | Hab.2.4. The juſt ſhall live by: rf. . AG 


plyed in eerall ſenfes, as appears T Fg Ty 
_ -:7.G4. 4. 11:Heb, 10,3K T2 £. Fa, 
places quored gd wo he 
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The New Command r & 2 
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© As Hineur thy Faber and thy Mather:now we muſt | 


904 under prerence of boxouring our Parents: diſhge 
naxr. God ; no, 'tis chediexce 10 dijobey then,wherein 
We cannot obey them,unleſſe we diſobey God. Neither 
wy we under pretence of Corban or a gift, refuſe 
to do Ought for our Father and Mother,as God com- 


maids as, left we make the ward of God of none effec. 
| The eighth R owle. 


| 8. Diſtingſh between things ſpoken froperlty, all 


"i -  #hangs fpoken figuratively , as allo berween thi 


meant literally, and things meant ſpiritually. The 
Prophet Makechy (aid,Mal. 4.5. that Elias myſt farſt 
come,which was ſpoken of Fohn the Bapriſt, as Chriſt 
leares it. Mati17.12. So.thele words Mar. 16.6.Be- 
ware of os Leaven of hs Pharifecs, are not meant 
ly, but figuratively. 
” —_ bi 62M place [Mat..5. 29. If 
thine cc offend thee, pull it oua)lirerally , he mighr 
be guilty of Selfe-mmrder. Therefore it is ro be un«' 
derſtogd (piritually; vit. of any thing that is as 
uRare,deaze and tcader as our cye tous. Origen, who 
interpreted all, or almoſt all other places of Scripture 
myſticslly, underſtood this place literally [Mat. 19. 
12.Some'make them(clves Eunuches for the King- 
dome of God] and thereupon gelded himſelfe : bur 
ſgrelyQrigen bad not that ab orzgene;for from the be- 
inning it was not ſo ; it was not inftiiuted by Gcd;z 
therefore mult not be cxcecured by man.” + 


The nmeth Rule, 
- 9. All places which ſpeak of Adminiſtrations and 


 Adminiltrators, arc beſt underſtood and interpreted, 


the nearer the fenſe comes to Gods defigne. Gods de> 


figne is,Eph.4. z H-2,1 3.by all Admini tra tor and : 
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35% Adminiftrarionsto bring about the ' of © 
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| Love one another, 
ary the {wwe Chriſt, rill we all come, &c, - 
| Now all Adminiftrationsand Adminiſtrators be- Fi 
to help on thjs, the places of Seriptare oe 44 Wo 
of (uch things, are dd beſt underft F RT 
the ſenſe which doth promere that worke. 
T he tenth Rude. 
19. If Scripture it, betieve ts, th ongh Reaſon w nw. 'S 
ramnor pv out nt ſpeck of ts. The Scriprure ſaith | 
i in Tob 26. 7, That the earth hangeth on norking, 
The Scripture ſairh,char one is three, and three ure 
onc. 2 Toh.5.7. How can reaſon tink this rrue ? and 
yet *ris truez for God who is truth , and (peaks ino+ 
thing bur truth,ſaith 'ris ſo. 
| : Yea, let me adde, thar could God be comprehended 
by onr reaſon, we might think it reaſon to think he 
were n0t God. 


The third *Principle. 


; 3+ If after all theſe endeavours, toattaine and ob-3 nie 
raine the right underſtanding of Scripture, they yet bs 
' ſeem in any parriciffar to ſpetke darkly: and as to ex» 
; rernall diſpenſations,thon know not with which to 
clole , make holineſs thy Rule. 
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- T hat way which conduceth moſt to ſelf-abaſing 
t and __ advancement.,is the ſafeſt: and did Chri- 
. Rians judge of-opinions and prattices by this Riile, 
; they would better diſcern hd things that differ. 
"You heare men "ay this is Chviſt; and here 7 is 
Chrift,and both may ſeem probable to Y0u3 but you - 
 Kkwow nor how todetermine: there are tov REA ba 
d ments on both hands. Now ronfiler, and*ift vood! = 7 
| pameſt weigh; and that without: parifality-, which 4 
ad. makes for a maſt axadt witking with God, ad” 
e ; offe Enorher in the (Faſth and feare of 


end dcordin ton, c 
Nee VF e907 ©. - ot 
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e New Commurnd rene 
The fourth Principle. : 

4+ Make not thas commoit to all , which God hab 
wade peculiar to- ſome; nor make that peculiar to 
ſome,which God hath made common to all; do nor 
ye inlarge whenGod hath ſtrai!* ned,norſtraiten when 
God hath 7n/larged, Ciſt hot Pegrles bctore Swine, 
nor give the (hþildrens Bread ro Dogs * neither re- 


fuſe to give the children bread and deny not Peartes - 


tothem whom God hath made his Tewells. 
Give cvery one bis due z tribute ro whom tribute, 
love ro whom love, honour tro whom honour. Be 


aot you ſhy of joyning your ſelves when God will 


joyne himlſelfe ; leſt you call call rhat common and. 
uncleane which God hath ſanified. be ſure allo ro 


make a difference b-rween the precious and the vile z 
then God will make you unto this people 4 fenced 
brazen Wall,and though they fight againſt you,they 


ſhall not preyaile 5 tor the Lord will be with you 
co (aye you, 


The fifth Principles 


5. Confine nos God to any,nor deny t0 God any way 
of working; know this, thar be worketh,when,where, 
how, and by whom he pleaſcth- Becauſe the fitit 
Goſpel Minifgery was with miracles. caft' there be, 
none now without mirdcles ? why will ye limit the 
holy one of Iſrael ? 

If he bring about his end, that is, by the Goſpel 


. to bring in poore ſinners to himſelf what matters ic 


whether it be done by the Work of his Hand, or by 
the Word of his Mourh ? 


And yet wbo knowes but God who did, will again. 
appcare in working miracles; eſpecially at the cal» 


; -ling in of the Tewes, as he did then at the calling: 


of the Gentiles. But.whether he- will or no, ler not 


us limit the holy one of Lirael. The 


- 260 
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- Or, Love one another.” 
The ſxth Principle. 


6.Do not divorce what God bath marricd,nor ſepa» 58 hd 
rate what God hath joyned togerher. -The fulfilityg \ | 


of the righreouſnefle of the Law without us, doth 
not hinder the fulfilliug of it within us nor the 
fulfilling of the righteouſneſs of the Law in us, de- 
ny the ful Ling of the Law without us, 
Why ſhould ſome (1tke the ((orimhbians) eryup 
Paul,and eApollo, and ({ephas, and neglet Chriſt? 


and others cry up Chriſt, and. negle& * Paul:and * Yeathat 
Apollo ? lucely Paul, apollo, Cephas,und Chriſt are **** 


wery good friends. Chriſt is not included in Payhnor 
excluded from Pautzbut is within him,and without 
him. | 
Some cry.up Chriſt in.che fleſh, others Chriſtin 
the ſpirit; but beloved,is ('briſt divided ?. ſurely 
C hrif in the fleſh, and Chriſt tn the ſpirit , do not 
pppoje one anothergzwhy then ſhould any oppoſe them 
one to another ? þ 

Some are altogether for the letter, others for the 
ſpirit and meaning of the word; Bel oved,why ſhould 
ye-yot be for both in one, ſeeing they agree in one? 
Letter and ſpirit, Word and meaniyg, dy wot diſagree 
nor croſſe one another, The leflon when the Scholar 
hath learned it by hcart,doth nor differ from that in. , 
rhe Book,they axe ſtill one.and the ſame leflon, 

The Word i the meaning cxpreſt, the meaniug is 
th: Word explained. Onelyle: me adde, that though 
the word includes the meaning fully,yet it doth.ngt. /- 
fully expreſſe the meaning; as appears b Chriſts ex- 
poſition of the Law Mas, 5, FRE 

Some lock bur little to:the outward converſatio 
as if all Rebgian confiſted in an axward. retirement” 
and contemplation; others look as little to rhe #tt- 


ward”, as if alt Religion were .in the. outpard: - 


| man's bus beloved, the ifiward and outward man. 


C 4 | make 


The New Commund voiuWed - © 
make but one many the inward and gutward conver* 
fation but one conformity to the Will of Gad. He 
dozb ns cnjoy much of God within, wha waths noq 

| wich with God withous: nor doth he walk much with | 
Hod without, who oxjozes n# much of God within. 


| The ſeventh Principle. 
& Principle. © 7+ Wþ4t over was either rule or priviledge' under 
Jet CESMBIAS under the Goſpel, unieſſe we cap 

' ſhew its abrogaion. What was once difcovered to be 
the will 6+ God, continues to be fa till he himſelfe 
go difanul it. We ſec indeed that many things are 
revoked,and though they wcre once his will, are his 
'J will no longer 7 for God doth not ſpeak the word be- 
E 6auſe the word i; right, but the ward is right becauſe 
ds God ſpecks j8. 

* Let us nax therefore think that the Old Tefta« 
ments authority is noe proof ſuficientz furely as far 
& I underſtant, his will there, is not abrogated in 
the New Toft Ment,abidcs till in irs full force, 


L | The erghtb Principle. 

"Þ Principi, ©. fe ſweetnofſe raber then violence, words ra» 

E. ther then Swords #9 caxuance 0n8 another; ule verbs 
rather then verbera; 4rg uments vAniſiotclica, rather 
then Bacillingzrational 4rguments,rather then club+ 
£.aw,to win upon each ather. 

Certainly , if reaſon and Soripture will not pre+ 
vaite, impriſonment, &c. ate nor like ro.do it. } am 
fare the firft is more ſuteable ro a, who cares nor . 
to be bound bug with the cords of 4 man, via. 4auey 

- gords may binde up bis bands th. be canuos bart hut 
love binds up his hears that ho will nas hurt, + 

234 he bag > but ir doth abide yee ſtill; © 
þÞut the Sun dorh me | 


* , it om of ſelf. : 
- © T beſtech you Buloved, Int us rather pray onaer” 
| "2 ; : _ / , another x q 


TH % 5 IS Ir ID _ WW _ WW 


= uw 


'| inorher, then wake apr one of another 


_ ſhip anleſſe you abey bim. 
, 2 Fobx 4.20. If a man fay I boue Ged, 4nd bate 


'Or, 0 ET" Hh, 


ESE 
and us beating ou 

{how ſhall we look bim inthe face ? Ob chat every 

one that reads, would wh bie beart concerning every 

Rule, and Principle, bow far it doth concern himſelf, 

gnd not pus off , #5 if others, and nos bimſelf wero 


en to. ; 
Confider what hath been ſaid, and rhe Lord give 52 0 hiogy 
you underſtanding in all rhings. which is good. - 
PART. IV 
1 fhall adde fome Arguments to provoke us 
ro mutual love. 


The firſt provoking Argumene, 


1'F 1s the will &14 command of the Lord FeſuaChriſt 
that we love one another. And oh with whar 
willingnefſe ſhould Chriſtians embrace the will of 
Chriſt ? Certainly if his command be grievoxs to ' 
us,the love of God is not in us, 1 Fohn 5.3. - ed. 
Alas | how little is love your wnemies obſerved, +: 
when love one another is (o little regarded !  Surel i | 
you would have beenloth to have deal: /o unkindly -- 
with a dead friend as nat to obſerve bis laſt Will «nd "4 
Teftament 3 and will ye deale thus with Chriſt? arc 
thefe the effefts of your effefiion ? How can you 
prove what you profefle , hat you are bis friends, 
when he faith, Fobn 15. 14. ye are* my friends if ye 
do whatfoever I command you? never talk of friend- 


Reade over that place (not overly, but lecieuly 


Brother, hc is 4 lyar. Do ye ſee this Chriſtians? 4% 
Who ipeaks truth > God or you ? You ſay youtave 
> ——— faith you lie, for you love not one Ant 


* Aeon 


" Meane 


y - 


"—_—_— TT .. "—_. "& of aa? | Y -—_ 
vs , ; 


"Amen, and you will not ſay fo be it ? 


The ſecond provoking 4rgument. 

Secondly,We have Chriſt for an exampicz he lived 
and loved as wal as ſuffered and died, leaving usan 
example, This js allwe have to do in the world, to 
ſhew forth the vertues of Chriſt, aud ta wulk as we 
bave him for an example. We write not after our 
coPpy,: unleſſe we live and love as Chriſt did. 

Sec that remarkable inference, 1 Fobn 4.v. 10, 
x1. Hercin 5 loveno,t that we love Gad,but that he 


. loved us, and ſent his Sonne tobe the propitiation 


for onr fins, v. 11. He draws'this inference, If God 
{oloved us, what then? muſt we love God again ? 
nay that is not all, but , how ought we tolove one 
another, God baving given us ſuch an example ? 


> Rhechons of Chtiſt told the Fews *,thar if they had made 4+ 


braham their example, they 'wonld 46 as Abraham 
did; and ſurely did we propoie Chriſt for our ex- 
"ample, we ſhould waik as Chrift. It a” Painter rell 
me he is about todrawthe PiFure of 4 man, and it 
prove co be lik a beaſt, T ſhall hardly.beleeve that he 
had the Idea of a Mar as an example in his fancy. 
Surely; while the produds and reſults of our un- 
dertakings be fo brutiſh and” dzabolicat; how can a- 
Ny man think that we have Chriſt as a pattern, un» 
lefle they judze Chriſt by us to be according to us, 
wvit> malicious and envious as weare ? y 
Ab' my Brethren! tender the honour of Chiiſt 
more; he hath rold the World that they may reade 


| -bmmin you , and your obedience to his commands . 

-will give all the world to underftand that ye are his 

Diſciples : al45 , what will men think of o_ | 
37-9 © WR W 


ro mock God; when ye call upon him 
and weguly: will be done ? isnot this his will, that} © 
'ye love one anozher ? what would you bave God ſay 


—_ 4 = "F + LaEVE # FT, — - + 
king þ when they ſee bis Diſciples walk in ficife and birzer 
ite heb 

la ou are bis Epiſtle to be known and.read of all 

T'} men; and if the 6opy contain ſuch bitter things, will 
they not think thar the original contains the {ame ? 
Ab Beloved ! why do you bring up an vill report up-= 
ed onthe Lord Teſus ? - in 
bor When the ſtreams are bitter, will any think the 
ts {| fountain ſweet? The Academicks;:he Peripatericks, 

the Stoicks,and Epicureans, 4+ d all the ſes of the 
: |. Philoſophers,were more careful to follow their ead- 
ers, then Chriſtians are to follow Chriſt. 

But as eAlexander (aid to a cowardly ſouldier of - 
his called Alexauder, Leave of thy name,or fight bct- 
ter 3 never call your ſelves Chriſtiaxs, and pretend 
to walk as you have Chriſt for an example, unleſſe 
men may rcad that in you,which was read inChriſt,, 
viz love. 


S- 
. ms 


The third provoking Argument. 


Thirdly, Love + debt. You owe love, *-and.3 Argune. | 
ſhould owe nothingzelſe ro one anorher. Chriſtians,.o" eg or 
will ye not bc honeſt men and pay your debs ? Rom, autror ee Me | 
? 3- 8, 9, 10. when you loye one another, you ful- —_— 
fil the Law, and pay your debr, .-.* 0” © a | 

Is it not ſtrange that Chriſtians ſhould be ſuch 
Amntinomians ? this is Chriſts Law, Love one an- 
other 3 now you are Antinomians if ye love not. ons 
afother;certainly a man that is for love,is no Ami» 
nomian: for the Law is fulfilled in this one word, 
vR. Love. Look to it Chriſtians, you will never be 
our of the danger of: being arreſted one by another, 
Ml you pay your debt, and love one another. 


The fourth provoking Arguqnent. 
Fourthly,Towr uniou and communiyn one with 2n- 4 Argument[ 
| other, ey 


o » * ” 
; {-®, 


.. God. There isno ſuch | 
ferh rhe world to wave the way 0 God, a5 the diviſt« | 


ether, your loving one of another; will remove 
urnbli 


on of Saints. ; 

Ir is bad like ( ſaith the World) rhat they ca 
reach us the truth, when they cannot agree about it 
themſclves.: Bleſſed God ! what a reproach is this ? 


Oh that this ſhould be yubliſhed in Arkelon, and / 


ſpoken in Gath ? 

Chriftians, would it not make you bluſh, if you 
ſhould hear poor ſouls (as I bave heard the Lord 
knows) with 2 ſorry heart) come and tell you, that 
there is nothing keeps them ſo much in doubt, 16- 
thing fills them fo full of fears, as the diviſion of 
Saints, 

Alas faith a poore foule, my ſoule is in a ftrait 
berweene two, and what to do I know not ; one 
rels me this is Scyila,ancther tels me that's Charyb- 
dis; one tells me that io that way there is 4 Lion, 
2nother tells me that if I leane on that wall 4 Ser- 
ent will bire me,and this ſaith the poore ſoule, even 


rends -, heart to pieces. 


Ah Chyiſtians * let the fighing of theſe poore 
Babes and Infants foules , prevaile with you z yea, 
kt them who as yer are unborne (being not new- 
borne) ſee your ſweet and loving converſation, that 


_ they may be won by it. 


The fifth provoking Argument. 

Fifthly, Tour Living in love will midwife into the 
World, that long lookt, and longed for man-child of 
Reformation, with which we travel in birth to this 
yery day. | oy, 
 eAlgs.' weare like Feacob and Eſau, ftruglingin 
the wombe for privtiry and Elderſhip, and ſo prove 

e 2- , our 


als which your diviſions bring upon the wrnh of | 7 


. ”y 
one 4070 | 45-4 - x : , Pt 
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, : 7 Fe q o 

* rouEqur ſelves ſoolifbichildren by Randing in the way* 
d of | rang body cries out , wheres 
A} the Re tou ? you promiled us a Reformation 

Its f ab, wi ye not lay it to heart ? undoubcedly bad 

|} 266 404 fallen out about the 4, you had come- 19 

your journeys end long {ince- 

Nebing retards and hinders publick motion, [0 
much & 4rvifion; when one goes this way, anoches . = 
that. *'Tis ſpoken tothe everiaſiing praiſe of Ira, 

£-18.1. they were gathered together 45 one man. 
uf And ver.8.All the people aroſe 45 oxeman, So Eqra. 
4 9% T he people garhered togerher 4s one max. Nebe. 
.1.Andall the people garhered together as one aver, 
E Had they been divided, how had the work gong 
f | m2 C briſtians,ſhall Tſrael #n ihe fleſh be as one man, 
and ſhall not Iſrael in tbe ſpirits ? were they fo zca- 
© {| lous forthe Type, and ſhall not we for the Anzitype? 
- | yea for the ſhadow, and-ſhall not we for the body? 
* | as youlove publick ſettlement and (atery , love one 
another, 


The fixth' provoking Argument. | 
6. Hnion and love will preſerve you , but divigey © "Oe 
and emyy will be your rume, Gal. 5.15. But if [yes [| 
bite and deyvoure one another, take heed ye be not + 
conſumed one of another. « 
What ! are Chriſtians become like Milſtones which 
baving no griſe zo griude, (es them{elves on fires. 
that the World ſhould hate you, and ſeek your ruine 
is no wonder z but that your (clves ſhould hare one 
another, '77s rows «Was it ever known that any 
hated his awe fleſb ? you are fieſh of fleſh,and bone 
of bone, yea of one ſpiriz with Feſue Chriſt. Oh if 
u were but ſenſible, how ſenſible Jeſus Chriſt is 
heregf | Think ye that it paines him not t@ have 
his nwabers chus disjoyntcd ? ſurely be cries outs 
- Ye; I amt 


Bw 5 
_ 


4 


{ 
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Tam: wounded, yea my friends wound me. TM. 


What?Brerhrewſhearh their Swords in each othery 
bowels!Will ye bring rhat ruine upon your ſelves 
which the Devdt and his agents have attempred, bu. 
; #1 vaine? Will ye pull our one anothers eyes to make 
N the Philiſtine hon: WM: 
; Ah take beede , leſt whilſt you falf ext among? 

your ſelves, 3 common enemy fall in upon you 
end the controverſy, by botb your _— Surely'the 
World hug themſelves in theſe hopes, and the Saint 
fbrugge for thele feares. 
When eAgamenmnen and Achilles were fallen our, | 
Homer brings in Neſtor perſwading them to recon- | 1c 
p ciliation from theſe two arguments. Ti 


Miza mevfos Ayaids jatar ivdyer, b 
xe 71 ow Ilelt ws; Teieuorire maids, © | 


Alas! great ſadveſſe will the Greekes poſſeſſe ; 
Priams and Trojans joy will be no lefſe. | : 

The World witheth of you { 4s Tacitus of the Þ} 
G:rmans) if this people cannot love us, that they . 
would hate onc another 1 And will you give them 
their hearrs deſire ? muſt ir againe be iaid, Thy per» 

* ditzon is of thy ſelf,Oh Ifrael: Oh England ! 

*Tis (aid of the ftoneScyras. that while it is whole, |. 
it{wims on the water, bat being broken, ir finkes : 
Chriſtians, there is yet hope, that being whole and 
wmited in love, we may ſwim abore all rhe waters : 

p that flow in upon us like: mighty flouds ; bur ifwe !' 
+” breake and divide,we are like ts ſinke,everyWomans 
b- chil4 of us. Many other Arguments may be uſed, bus |; 
I oe 4 few 'words will be cnongh 16 the wiſe: onely 
the hoot ay" rey with. F RO - 
Virit; X52 Beaſts of rhe ficld are nor anely at F 
-withup, bur af peace among rbomſclves : hey cr [F 1 
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| hoxe bf chefint rind 


Elfrer ſe conventt wrſis, the wilde and (ayage Beares | 


} 


tee among themielves. - 
+ #baz? ſhall the Lion lye downe with the L1unbe, 


and the Leopard with the: Kid, 10 teach Saints the 
yy? rhe Oxc and the Aﬀe have more knowledge 
then my people, ſaid God of Tſracl ; and may we not 
Way of the Elephanrs and Stags, they have more love 


ny + 
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| 
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then Chriſtians ? rhey will help and ſapport 'one 
nother, but Chriftians 

Secondly, wicked men, Brethren in iniquity agree 

yogetber, Luk.23. 12. Look to it Chriſtians. hat 
very [ame day Pilate and Herod were made frjends 

together, who before were at enmity among them- 

*F ſelves. Can yereade this and nor bluſh ? 

|. That very day that Chriſt was 19 be abaſed,encmies 
| became friends, and at thu day when Chriſt is to be 

advanced, friends become enemies. Chri ftians where 
are your hearts ? 


Thirdly, The Devills agree among theniſelves,and 
| 


in their Generations then the children of Heay 


I* IT ſhall concludewith that Sciiprare;, Phu. a. bf NO HA 


therefore therc be any conſolation ju Chriſt , if ay 
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þ comfort of love, if any fellowſmp of the ſpiris , if 0 
2 bowels and mercics, fulfil ye my joy, that ye te 9 k 
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wo you love ene another. "Could I but 
Y:<4 _ youthe pol my Iaark, cad 
draw. 2 drauphe of the 


TP 1 AS I 


